The Marks of a Disciple I

We are called to be disciples and we are commissioned to “make disciples”.  So, we are to be disciples who make disciples of others.  A disciple is someone who seeks to multiply the characteristic of the one they follow.  In order to do that the disciple must spend time with the master.  They have to see how the Master does things and understand why the Master does what He does so that they might emulate what they see and what they understand.  One of the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus Christ is that they spend time with Him, they traveled with Him, they observed Him, and they asked Him questions and the communicated with Him on every level of intimacy.


Communication is essential for any growing relationship, including our relationship with God.  Prayer is our means of communicating with him.  When you pray, the Holy Spirit helps you know what to say and how to say it.  Romans 8:26-27 says,  “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”

J. Oswald Sanders said, “The Spirit links himself with us in our praying and pours his supplications into our own.  We may master the technique of prayer and understand its philosophy; we may have unlimited confidence in the veracity and validity of the promises concerning prayer.  We may plead them earnestly. But if we ignore the part played by the Holy Spirit, we have failed to use the master key.”

PRAYER – YOUR COMMUNICATION WITH GOD

1. As a believer in Christ you have been given a special opportunity, according to Hebrews 4:16.  What is it and why was it given to you?  __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Because God is the believer’s refuge, what are you told to do in Psalm 62:8?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

     How does 1 Thessalonians 5:17 relate to this verse?

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Different types of prayer are necessary to communicate the variety of thoughts you want to express.  What types of prayer can you identify in the following verses?

Psalm 38:18



________________________________

Hebrews 13:15



________________________________

James 1:5




________________________________

Ephesians 5:20



________________________________

1 Samuel 12:23



________________________________

THE BENEFITS OF PRAYER

Not only do the Christians have the privilege of talking with God about everything; they also experience great benefits from their communion with God.

1. What truth do you find both in Jeremiah 33:3 and Ephesians 3:20?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What result did the psalmist experience when he prayed in Psalm 34:4?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some fears you can discuss with God?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Paul wrote in Philippians 4:6-7 about a powerful key to freedom from anxiety.

a.) What are you to do? ______________________________________________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________________

b.) Why do you feel God is interested in every area of your life? _______________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________________

c.) What is God’s promise? ____________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________________ 

d.) In what area can you immediately begin to apply this truth? ________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________________

CONDITIONS FOR PRAYER
1. What conditions of prayer do you find in the following verses?

Psalm 66:18

____________________________________________________________________

Matthew 21:22

____________________________________________________________________

John 15:&


____________________________________________________________________

John 16:24


____________________________________________________________________

1 John 5:14-15

____________________________________________________________________

Even when conditions are met, it sometimes appears as if God is not answering prayer.  But remember that “No” and “Wait” are as much of an answer as “Yes”.

2. Consider Jesus’ pattern for prayer in Matthew 6:9-13.

a.) How does the prayer begin? ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this important? ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

b.) Which requests are God-centered? ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________



How God-centered are my prayers? ____________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________

c.) In what specific ways can this pattern for praying help you pray? ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

What has the Word of God said to me through this Bible Study?

How might I adjust my life to more perfectly practice what I have learned from the Word?

