The Marks of a Disciple IV

We are called to be disciples and we are commissioned to “make disciples”.  So, we are to be disciples who make disciples of others.  A disciple is someone who seeks to multiply the characteristic of the one they follow.  In order to do that the disciple must spend time with the master.  They have to see how the Master does things and understand why the Master does what He does so that they might emulate what they see and what they understand.  One of the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus Christ is that they spent time with Him, they traveled with Him, they observed Him, and they asked Him questions and communicated with Him on every level of intimacy.


Fellowship with other believers, like communication with God, is essential for the life of the disciple. It is also imperative if you are to be active in developing disciples.  You will never find a well-balanced believer who is out of fellowship with other believers.  We are connected to one another through the presence of the Holy Spirit and we need to demonstrate that Spirit-filled life within the framework of the church. Ephesians 4:2-6 says, “Accept life with humility and patience, generously making allowances for each other because you love each other.  Make it your aim to be at one in the Spirit, and you will be bound together in peace.  There is one Body and one Spirit, just as it was to one hope that you were called.  There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is the One over all, the One working through all and the One living in all.”  (Phillips Trans.)


Last month we examined two of the topics concerning true biblical fellowship.  They were “What is Biblical Fellowship” and “The Purpose of Fellowship”.  This month we will look at “The Body of Christ” and “The Local Church”.

The Body of Christ:

There are several analogies used in Scripture to describe the church. None are as graphic as the term “The Body of Christ”.  God uses this analogy to describe the relationship of believers with one another and with Christ.

1. According to Colossians 1:18 who is the head of the body (the church)? _________________________________

a. Describe what that concept means to you? _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  How should this reality affect your thoughts and actions? __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  How does this reality affect your thoughts and actions? ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Each believer is given different but important responsibilities in this spiritual body, the church.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-27.

a. Who gives the members their various functions? (verse 18) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

b. What is His desire? (verse 25) _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

c. What attitudes can lead to disharmony in the body? (verses 15,16,21) _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

d. Are there any unnecessary functions (members) in the body? (verses 20-22) __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Think of what happens when you hit your finger with a hammer.  How does that affect the entire body? _________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. How can this illustration relate to the spiritual body? (1 Corinthians 12:26) ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The body works together as one unit, yet it has many specialized organs that perform diverse functions.  Summarize in a few sentences how both unity and diversity can exist together in the body. ___________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. According to Ephesians 4:2-3, what will preserve unity in the body? _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Examine your attitudes toward other Christians.  Is there someone you find difficult to relate to in love as another member of Christ’s body?  Why? ________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. What steps can you take to bring harmony to your relationship with this individual? _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

7. According to Psalm 133:1 what does it mean to live together in unity? ___________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Local Church

1. What activities of the church in Jerusalem are mentioned in Acts 2:42? __________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Three distinguishing marks of the early church were:

(1.)  GENEROSITY

(2.)  PRAYER

(3.)  POWER

2. Read Ephesians 4:11-13.  Who is to equip (help bring to maturity) the saints so they can do the work of ministry?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

a. What is the ultimate goal of Christian Maturity? (verse 13) _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________




Chart out Ephesians 4:11-13

b. How long are we to continue this process? (Ephesians 4:13) _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

c. What is the result of following this process? (Ephesians 4:14) ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Examine 1 Peter 5:1-5.  This passage gives direction to the leaders and members of a “flock”. Take time to contrast the right and wrong ways of demonstrating leadership.

RIGHT WAY








WRONG WAY

a. What is your responsibility to your spiritual leaders? (verse 5) ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. In Colossians 4:3-4, Paul requested prayer for his ministry.  Take some time to paraphrase and personalize his request? ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Stop for a moment and use this request as a basis for praying for another Christian.  Record the person’s name here. ______________________________________________________________________________

b. What is one thing you can do during the coming week to encourage those who are helping you grow in Christ?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5 What instructions are you given in 1 Corinthians 9: 11 & 14 concerning the support of those who are appointed to preach and teach? ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Are you presently giving back to God part of what he is giving you?  What does God want you to do with regard to prayer and financial support for your spiritual leaders? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6. According to Hebrews 13:16-18 how should you conduct yourself toward those whom God has appointed as leaders in His church? _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

a. What personal benefits does verse 17 say will be yours if you obey this admonition? ____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Application

· Christ provides true fellowship through our union with Him.  The exercise of genuine fellowship is based on the concept of giving to and receiving from other Christians.  You can share with others whatever God has given you – forgiveness, possessions, love, his word, and many other things.  How are you exercising the genuine fellowship that Christ has provided for you?

· God has given us genuine fellowship for the purpose of mutual encouragement and spiritual growth.  To what extent are you experiencing the fulfillment of this purpose?

· What actions can you take to more fully experience God’s purpose in fellowship?

· Jesus wants Christians to live in unity and harmony with one another.  To help us understand how believers are related, God uses the analogy of the body.  Jesus Christ is the head of the body, which is composed of all believers everywhere.  What do you believe your function in the body of Christ is?  

· What actions can you take to more completely fulfill your function?

· All Christians throughout the world belong to Christ’s body, but it is important for you to recognize how God wants you to be related to a smaller, specific group of believers (the local body).  This smaller group is for the purpose of instruction, sharing, worship, service, and mission.  To what extent have you integrated your life with the life of the local church?

· Is there anything you should or could do to more completely integrate yourself in the full function and purpose God has for His church?

· How are you related to the spiritual leadership God has placed in His church?

· How can you ease the burden of those who stand in leadership within the body of believers to which you belong?

_______________________________________________________





_______________________________________________________





For works of service so that ...





He gave some to be ..





To equip (to prepare)





_______________________________________________________











