The Marks of a Disciple V

We are called to be disciples and we are commissioned to “make disciples”.  So, we are to be disciples who make disciples of others.  A disciple is someone who seeks to multiply the characteristic of the one they follow.  In order to do that the disciple must spend time with the master.  They have to see how the Master does things and understand why the Master does what He does so that they might emulate what they see and what they understand.  One of the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus Christ is that they spent time with Him, they traveled with Him, they observed Him, and they asked Him questions and communicated with Him on every level of intimacy.


If we are to be the disciples that magnify the love and glory of Almighty God then we need to take up the responsibility of witnessing to the world.  We cannot be maturing Disciples of Christ and neglect the “Great Commission.”  We will take the next couple of months to study this facet of the marks of a disciple.


Paul Little said, “It is the Holy Spirit, not we, who converts an individual.  We, the privileged ambassadors of Jesus Christ, can and must communicate a verbal message; we can and must demonstrate through our personality and life what the grace of Jesus Christ can accomplish … But let us never naively think that we have converted a soul and brought him to Jesus Christ … No one calls Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”

The Challenge

1. In Mark 5:18-19 notice Jesus’ words to a man he had healed.

a. Where did he send him? _____________________________________________________________________

b. What did he tell him to do? ___________________________________________________________________

c. Why do you suppose Jesus gave these particular instructions? _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. When you think about speaking of Christ, how do you react? (Either check a given sentence or write on of your own.)

____ I find it difficult to speak of such a personal matter.

____ I do not speak unless someone asks me.

____ I find it easy to talk to friends about Christ, but not people I don’t know.

____ I find it easy to talk to strangers about Christ, but not close friends.

____ I often find myself talking to people about Christ, and I enjoy it very much.

____ Other: ___________________________________________________________________________________


       ___________________________________________________________________________________

                    ___________________________________________________________________________________

a. Look at Acts 4:20.  How do you think Peter would have answered the above question? _____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Sometimes you may feel as though you “need to know all the answers” before you can be an effective witness for Christ.  What would you share with others? (See 1 John 1:3) _________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

a. To what purpose would you share? ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

b. How would you summarize the most important things you have seen and heard about Christ? ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Contrast the difference in the lives of these people in the chart:

PERSON


HOW DID THEY ACT?




WHY DID THEY ACT










          THIS WAY?

Andrew in 

John 1:40-42

Philip in 

John 1:43-51

The Woman in 

John 4:4-42

Paul in 

Romans 1:15-16
The Authorities

In John 12:12-13

5. Carefully examine 2 Corinthians 5:9-14.  In this section Paul lists several motivations and reasons for witnessing for Christ.  List those you discover.

Verse 9: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 10: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 11: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 12: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 13: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 14: _____________________________________________________________________________________

The Word Says:








The Word Says to Me:
Proverbs11: 30

Matthew 28:18-20

Acts 1:8

1 Corinthians 9:19-23

James 5:19-20

Jude 20-23

Application:  

What have you learned about the challenge we have to witness to others about our relationship with Jesus Christ?

What do you need to do in this vital area of Christian maturity?

What will you do in the next month to accommodate the Word of God in your life?

(Witnessing is taking a good look at the Lord Jesus and then telling others what you’ve seen.)
























