The Marks of a Disciple VI

We are called to be disciples and we are commissioned to “make disciples”.  So, we are to be disciples who make disciples of others.  A disciple is someone who seeks to multiply the characteristic of the one they follow.  In order to do that the disciple must spend time with the master.  They have to see how the Master does things and understand why the Master does what He does so that they might emulate what they see and what they understand.  One of the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus Christ is that they spent time with Him, they traveled with Him, they observed Him, and they asked Him questions and communicated with Him on every level of intimacy.


If we are to be the disciples that magnify the love and glory of Almighty God then we need to take up the responsibility of witnessing to the world.  We cannot be maturing Disciples of Christ and neglect the “Great Commission.”  We will take the next couple of months to study this facet of the marks of a disciple.


Paul Little said, “It is the Holy Spirit, not we, who converts an individual.  We, the privileged ambassadors of Jesus Christ, can and must communicate a verbal message; we can and must demonstrate through our personality and life what the grace of Jesus Christ can accomplish … But let us never naively think that we have converted a soul and brought him to Jesus Christ … No one calls Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”


Witnessing is not merely an activity – it is a way of life.  Christians are called and commissioned to be witnesses. We can be either good or bad witnesses, so let’s be the best we can be.  This month we will concentrate on improving your witness for Jesus Christ.

Witness by Love:

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  Consider the qualities of love mentioned in the passage.  Which three do you feel would help you most to become a more effective witness for Christ? Why? _______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read John 13:34-35.  Imagine yourself as one of the apostles and Jesus has just finished making this statement.  What immediately comes to your mind? ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Why do you think Jesus gave this command? ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Some people never read the Bible and seldom attend church.  What can they learn about the love of Jesus Christ by the demonstration of love in and through your life? _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you need to do to improve your witness by love to those around you? ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

If you want people to know what Christ can do for them, let them see what Christ has done for you.

Witness by Life:

1. According to Matthew 5:16 what can be the results of your good works? _________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read 2 Corinthians 3:1-3.  What did Paul say was true of the Corinthians? _______________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Do you think people notice your life and consider it a witness for Jesus?  Why or why not? ________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. According to Ephesians 2:10 who has created the good works that you are to do? _________________________

a. What is your responsibility to the good works created for you? ______________________________________

b. What do you think the results of walking in those good works would be? ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

“You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day, 

By the deeds you do and the words that you say.

Men read what you write – distorted or true; 

What is the gospel according to you?” 


(Anonymous)

Witness by Word:

1. What challenge and instruction with regard to witnessing do you see in 1 Peter 3:15? ______________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Paul gave some important facts about witnessing for Christ in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5.  Paraphrase these verses. ___

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The blind man whom Jesus healed had little or no theological training, but he was able to relate simply and effectively the facts of his experience.  What did he say? See John 9:25. ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Can you make a statement similar to that of the healed blind man?  How would you say it in your own words? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul’s Story (our outline):

Read Acts 26:1-29

1. How did Paul begin his story? (verses 2-3) ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What characterized his background? (Verses 4-5, 9-11) ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What reversed the direction of Paul’s life? (verses 12-15) _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How did Paul explain the gospel? (Verse 23) _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What did Paul ask Agrippa?  Why is this question important? (Verse 27) _________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Your Story 

On the reversed side or on a separate sheet of paper use the above 5 step outline to write your own story then take an opportunity this month to share you story with someone who needs to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

























