The Marks of a Disciple III

We are called to be disciples and we are commissioned to “make disciples”.  So, we are to be disciples who make disciples of others.  A disciple is someone who seeks to multiply the characteristic of the one they follow.  In order to do that the disciple must spend time with the master.  They have to see how the Master does things and understand why the Master does what He does so that they might emulate what they see and what they understand.  One of the characteristics of the disciples of Jesus Christ is that they spend time with Him, they traveled with Him, they observed Him, and they asked Him questions and communicated with Him on every level of intimacy.


Fellowship with other believers, like communication with God, is also essential for the life of the disciple. It is also imperative if you are to be active in developing disciples.  You will never find a well-balanced believer who is out of fellowship with other believers.  We are connected to one another through the presence of the Holy Spirit and we need to demonstrate that Spirit filled life within the framework of the church.  In Ephesians 4:2-6 says, “Accept life with humility and patience, generously making allowances for each other because you love each other.  Make it your aim to be at one in the Spirit, and you will be bound together in peace.  There is one Body and one Spirit, just as it was to one hope that you were called.  There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is the One over all, the One working through all and the One living in all.”  (Phillips Trans.)

What is Biblical fellowship?

1. Read 1 John 3:1.  If you are God’s child and he is the Father of all, what does this tell you about your relationship to other believers? ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “Fellowship” is derived from the Greek word koinonia, which means, “sharing in common.”  God has given you much to share.  As you examine the verses on the next page, determine what you can share with others and one practical way to share it.

What to Share:





A Way to Share:
1 John 4:11, 21:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Galatians 6:2:     _______________________________________________________________________________

Galatians 6:6:     _______________________________________________________________________________

James 5:16:        _______________________________________________________________________________

3. Recall an incident when you were reluctant to allow someone to share something with you.  Did your attitude hinder his/her attempt at sharing?  If so, how? ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Christian’s fellowship together on the basis of the fact that they are forgiven sinners – forgiven, yes, but still sinners. Knowing this fact, what is your responsibility toward your brother when you have offended him?  See Matthew 5:22-24.  (raca is a term expressing contempt for someone.) _________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5. According to Matthew 18:15,35 what is your responsibility when he has offended you? _____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Picture the following situation.  Several Christians are in the same room drinking coffee and eating doughnuts as they discuss last week’s championship game.  The conversation moves to the subject of “which animal makes the best household pet.”  Then one of them tells a joke he recently heard.  They enjoy a good laugh together, and begin to talk about the weather forecast for tomorrow.  As one of them leaves, he says, “It sure is good to have Christian fellowship.”

a. Is this genuine Christian fellowship? _________________________________________________________

b. Why or why not? _________________________________________________________________________

c. Could it be improved?  How? ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

The purpose of fellowship:

1. Why is fellowship important: ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Proverbs 27:17: __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. According to Hebrews 10:24-25 what is the purpose of meeting together as believers? ______________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In studying a verse, it is often helpful to locate other verses elsewhere in the Bible, which relate directly to the one being examined.  The other verses are called cross-references. Hebrews 3:13 is a cross-reference to Hebrews 10:24-25.  From the cross-reference, why is it necessary to encourage one another daily? ___________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What does 1 John 1:1-7 says about the purpose and benefit of true fellowship? ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Explain why fellowship is important to you. _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What will you do this month to obey what you have learned in this Bible study?

