
Knowing What To Do When You Fail
      NOTES


Nehemiah 13


Nehemiah understood that God’s intention was to reach the multitude through the few; that God is not concerned with crowds, but with channels, and that the channels must be clean and pure.

1. Failure in SEPARATION.  Nehemiah 13:5 & 7  
2. Failure in SERVICE.  Nehemiah 13:10; 15-16 
3. Failure in SANCTIFICATION.  Nehemiah 13:23-24 
There are three aspects of this forgiveness:

First:  The PURPOSE of Divine forgiveness

1 John 1:5-7 (NLT) “This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

John 3:19-20 (NKJV) “This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds be exposed.”

John 3:21 (HCSB) “But anyone who lives by the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be shown to be accomplished by God.” 

The heresy of “antinomianalism”

Romans 6:1-2 (NLT) “Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it?”

Second: The PROMISE of Divine forgiveness

1 John 1:9 (NKJV) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

A. There is a FOUNDATION for forgiveness.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

B. There is a PROVISION for forgiveness.

1 John 1:9 (NKJV) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

· He sends our sins to the place of no remembrance.
Isaiah 43:25 (NASB) “I, even I, am the One who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.”

Jeremiah 31:34 (NASB) “The Lord declares, I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

· He sends our sins to the place of no recovery.
Micah 7:19 (NASB) “He will have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”

· He sends our sins to the place of no return.
Psalm 103:12 (NASB) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

· Jesus also removes the grip of sin from our lives.
Colossians 2:13b-14 (NASB) “He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way having nailed to the cross.”

C. There is a CONDITION for forgiveness.

1 John 1:9 (NASB) “If we confess our sins.”

1 Peter 4:17 (NASB) “For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?”

1. We must tell God about our sins
Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV) “He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”
2. We must trust God with our sins

       “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”

3. We must thank God for the forgiveness of our sins.

       “He is faithful and just.”

Third:  The POWER of Divine forgiveness

1 John 2:1-2 (NLT) “We have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.”

1. Rejoice in the power of His divine justice.

Romans 8:33-34 (NLT) “Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.” 

2. Rejoice in the power of His divine mercy.

3. Rejoice in the power of His divine pardon.

By giving up His sinless life sacrificially, Christ annuls the power of sin to separate between God and the believer.

Application:

 On scale of 1-5 examine your present walk.  Are you living your life in obedience to the will of God (walking in the light - 5) or are you living a self-centered life (walking in darkness - 1)

Walk in darkness 1 2 3 4 5 Walk in the Light

Is there any known sin that you have refused of confess and repent?  If so, take time today to list all known sin then confess those sins to a forgiving God and repent (turn from sin and self to follow Christ.

Take time to thank God that He has removed your sins so completely that He will never remember them.

Take time this week to rejoice in the power of God’s forgiveness by sharing the love of God through His Son Jesus with someone who needs to experience God’s forgiveness in their life.

What have you learned through this study?

What will you do to adjust your life to accommodate the Word and will of God this week?

Memory Verse: 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

