
Rebuilders Finish Strong
      NOTES


Introduction:

· The Necessity of Rebuilding

· Rebuilders begin right

· Rebuilders never go it alone

· Teamwork gets the job done every time

· Rebuilders Learn to Handle Opposition with a single-minded focus

· Rebuilders learn to deal with conflict

Five simple steps to resolving conflict.

First:  Recognize the cause of the conflict.

Second:  Resolve your conflict with God first.

Third:  Talk to God first - Pray.

Fourth:  Change your focus from self to others.

Fifth:  Make God’s Word your common ground.

Sixth:  Go and make peace.

Nehemiah 6:1 (MSG) “When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall and that there were no more breaks in it—even though I hadn't yet installed the gates.”

Nehemiah 6:15 (NLT) “So on October 2 the wall was finished—just fifty-two days after we had begun.”

First:  There is a DIVINE IMPARATIVE.

The work God INITIATES, God BLESSES.
Nehemiah 6:16 (HCSB) “When all our enemies heard this, all the surrounding nations were intimidated and lost their confidence, for they realized that this task had been accomplished by our God.”

Psalms 127:1 (NASB) “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”

1. God is always at work around us.

2. God pursues a love relationship with us that is real and personal.

3. God invites us to Join Him in what He is doing.

4. God speaks to us through prayer, His word, our circumstances and the church to reveal His plans and purposes.

5. When God reveals Himself it leads us to a crisis of belief that requires faith and action.

6. We must make major adjustments in our lives in order to join God in what he is doing.

7. When we obey Him we experience God’s presence and power.

Second: Our total, unreserved COOPERATION.

1. Resist the snare of COMPROMISE with the world.

Nehemiah 6:2 (NLT) “So Sanballat and Geshem sent a message asking me to meet them at one of the villages in the plain of Ono.”

2 Timothy 1:7 (AMP) “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.”

2. Stand strong against the pressure of constant CRITISISM.

Nehemiah 6:5-7 (MSG) “The fifth time—same messenger, same message—Sanballat sent an unsealed letter with this message: "The word is out among the nations—and Geshem says it's true—that you and the Jews are planning to rebel. That's why you are rebuilding the wall. The word is that you want to be king and that you have appointed prophets to announce in Jerusalem, 'There's a king in Judah!' The king is going to be told all this—don't you think we should sit down and have a talk?"

3. Stay off the sidelines of RELIGION over RELATIONSHIP.

Nehemiah 6:10 (NASB) “When I entered the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was confined at home, he said, "Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you, and they are coming to kill you at night."

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NLT) “You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!”

A. Nehemiah resisted the snare of compromise by staying faithful to a great work.

Nehemiah 6:3 (NLT) “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop working to come and meet with you?”

B. Nehemiah stood strong against the pressure of constant criticism by openly denying the false accusations leveled against him and intensifying his efforts.

Nehemiah 6:8-9 (NLT) “I replied, “There is no truth in any part of your story. You are making up the whole thing. “They were just trying to intimidate us, imagining that they could discourage us and stop the work. So I continued the work with even greater determination.”

C. When you approach the sideline of religion over relationship then stand firm in open defiance.

Nehemiah 6:11 (NLT) “But I replied, “Should someone in my position run from danger? Should someone in my position enter the Temple to save his life? No, I won’t do it!”


Nehemiah 6:12-13 (NLT) “I realized that God had not spoken to him, but that he had uttered this prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. They were hoping to intimidate me and make me sin. Then they would be able to accuse and discredit me.”
1 Peter 2:11-12 (MSG) “Friends, this world is not your home, so don't make yourselves cozy in it. Don't indulge your ego at the expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then they'll be won over to God's side and be there to join in the celebration when he arrives.”

Application:

Is there any area of your life that you have compromised your standards?

Have you fallen victim to the pressure of constant criticism?

Have you substituted a superficial religion for a powerful personal relationship?

What have you learned about what it takes to finish strong?

When confronting those attacks do you need to:

· Stay faithful to a great work?

· Stand for truth and intensify your efforts?

· Stand firm in open defiance?

What is God showing you that you need to do this week to adjust your life to His Word?

What will you do to accommodate God’s will for you?

Memory verse: 2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”

