                                                    Celebrate Freedom
      NOTES


Introduction:

In the Christian life, we never stand still:  we either go forward or gradually slip backward.  God is always prodding us along to maturity so that we can truly celebrate the freedom we have in our relationship to Christ.

Hebrews 6:1 (MSG) “So come on, let's leave the preschool finger painting exercises on Christ and get on with the grand work of art. Grow up in Christ.”

Colossians 2:4 (NASB) “I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.”

Colossians 2:1-2 (NASB) “For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself.”
Colossians 1:26-27 (NASB) “The mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

First: He warns against FALSENESS:  
Colossians 2:8 (NASB) “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

Second: He points us to Christ’s FULLNESS.
Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.”
In Jesus and nowhere else dwells the fullness of the Godhead manifested.

Colossians 2:9-10 (MSG) “Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can see and hear him clearly. You don't need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the fullness of Christ, and the emptiness of the universe without him. When you come to him, that fullness comes together for you, too. His power extends over everything.”

Third:  He assures us of our FREEDOM.

Colossians 2:13-14 (NASB) “When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”
See what Jesus did.

1) First he forgave us all our transgressions.

a) He removed them as far as the east is from the west.

b) He put them behind his back and remembers them no more.

c) He buried them in the deepest part of the sea never to retrieve them again.

2) Then he cancelled the certificate of debt that was outstanding against us.

3) With it he took all the decrees, the laws and the accusations that shouted out in hostility toward us and removed them.

4) How?  He took them to the cross with him and there they were nailed to the tree with the loud exclamation mark that said, “Tetelesti”  It is finished.

John 8:36 (NASB) "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
Romans 6:12-13 (NASB) “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”
Application:

Are you progressing forward in your Christian life or are you slowly slipping backwards?

Are you allowing yourself to be take captive by anything other than Christ thus leading you into bondage?

Have you added anything to you Christian life – have you made it Jesus plus?

Do you find that Jesus is not sufficient?  Are you looking for some mystical formula?

Are you experiencing the fullness of Christ that dwells in you?

Do you know that you are made complete in Christ and only in Christ?

Are you celebrating your freedom that comes because of Christ’s sacrifice?

What has God said to you this morning?

What adjustment do you need to make to be able to truly celebrate your freedom in Christ this week?

What one thing will you do?

Memory Verse: Romans 6:12-13 (NLT) “Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.”
