                                                    Celebrate Love
      NOTES


Introduction:

Today we will look at a study that highlights one thing that matters most to God.  So what does matter most to God?

Galatians 5:6 (NLT) “For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is important is faith expressing itself in love.” 
All that matters Is your faith that makes you love other people. Faith activated and energized by LOVE.
IF I DON’T LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE...

1. Nothing I SAY will matter.

1 Corinthians 13:1 (NLT) “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

2. Nothing I KNOW will matter.

1 Corinthians 13:2 (NLT) “If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.”

3. Nothing I BELIEVE will matter.

1 Corinthians 13:2 (NLT) “… if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.”

James 2:19 (NLT) “You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror.” 

4. Nothing I GIVE will matter.

1 Corinthians 13:3 (NLT) “If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.” 

5. Nothing I ACCOMPLISH will matter.

1 Corinthians 13:3b (MSG) “So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love.”

WHAT IS LOVE?

First: Love is a COMMAND.
2 John 1:6 (NLT) “Love means doing what God has commanded us, and he has commanded us to love one another, just as you heard from the beginning.”  

Romans 5:5 (NASB) “… the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

Second:  Love is a CHOICE.
1 Corinthians 14:1 (MSG) “Go after a life of love as if your life depended on it—because it does.”
Third:  Love is ACTION.
1 John 3:18 (HCSB) “Little children, we must not love in word or speech, but in deed and truth.” 

Fourth: Love is a COMMITMENT.
1 John 4:16 (Msg) “God is love.  When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in us.  This way, love has the run of the house, and (love) becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of worry.”

Ephesians 5:1-2 (NASB) “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Application:

Answer the following statements on a scale of one to ten:

I love God with all my strength, with all my mind and with all my heart.

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

I love others the way that God loves me.  

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

I love myself the way God loves me.

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

How do I demonstrate love:

Toward God?

Toward other?

Toward myself?

What truths has God taught me through this lesson that I need to apply to my life?

Name one action that you will take this week to apply the lesson(s) you have learned.

Memory verse:  Ephesians 5:1-2 (NLT) “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.”
