                                              The Sovereignty of God           
NOTES


1 Chronicles 29:11 (NLT) “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things.” 

God is in control of nature.  Isaiah 45:12

God is in control of history.  Isaiah 46:10-11

God is in control of our lives.  Act 17:26; Job 14:5

How’s God’s Control Affects Our Lives.

First:  Because God is in control my plans have PARAMETERS.

Proverbs 19:21 (Phillips) "Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails."  

Proverbs 16:1 (MSG) "Mortals make elaborate plans, but God has the last word."  

There is a wrong attitude and a right attitude when it comes to being open to God changing my plans.

Wrong Attitude:  PRESUMPTION
James 4:13-15 (Phillips) "Now listen, you who say `Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business, and make money.  Why, you don't even know what will happen tomorrow!  Instead, you ought to say, `If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.'"  

Right Attitude:  COOPERATION
"DV" = Deo Vilente -- "God Willing."

Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) "We can make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps."  

Second:  Because God is in control my problems have a PURPOSE.

I Peter 1:6-7 (Phillips) "At present, you may be temporarily harassed by all kinds of trials.  This is no accident. It happens to prove your faith which is infinitely more valuable than gold."  

John 14:12 (NASB) “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.”

2 Corinthians. 4:16-17 (Phillips)  "This is the reason we never lose heart.  These troubles (which are temporary) are winning for us a permanent, glorious, and solid reward out of proportion to our pain."  

2 Corinthians 4:18 (Phillips) "We don't look at the temporary problems we're going through.  We keep our eyes on the eternal things.  The things that really count.  The things that matter." 

Third: Because God is in control my prayers have POWER.

John 14:13-14 (NASB) “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”

Ephesians 3:20 (LB) "God is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes."  

1.  God is not a genie. 

2.  Often times our prayers are competing against other prayers. 

3. Sometimes we pray with extremely selfish motive so that we might consume it all on ourselves.

James 4:3 (NLT) “when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.”

1 John 5:14-15 (NASB) “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”

Application:

First, your plans.  

Do you include God in your plans?  

Which of these words best describe your attitude:  presumption or cooperation (circle one)  

Do you make your plans about what you're going to do without even consulting God? 

Second, Your problems.  

Do you look for God's purpose in your problems or do you throw a pity party?  (circle one)

Instead of asking "Why me?" do you ask "What do you want me to learn?" 

If you lost everything, like Job, how would you respond?  

Third, Your Prayers  

Do you take advantage of the privilege of prayer? 

What has the Holy Spirit revealed to you today?

What will you do to adjust your life to what God has shown you?

Memory Verse:  1 Chronicles 29:11 (NLT) “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O LORD, and this is your kingdom. We adore you as the one who is over all things.”
