                                          Surprised By Grace
     
 NOTES


I want to present to you 5 of the surprises that grace brought the day Jesus was crucified.

First:  The surprised CYRENIAN.

Luke 23:26, “And when they led him away, they laid hold of one Simon of Cyrene, coming in from the country, and placed on him the cross to carry behind Jesus.” 

Why do all the Synoptic Gospels mention this?

1. It pictures what it means to be a DISCIPLE. Luke 14:26-27
2. It pictures God’s sovereign and eternal GRACE. Eph. 1:4-6; 2:10
Selah:  (Stop and consider)

If you were asked to give evidence that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ what evidence would you present?

Would you consider yourself a cross bearer of a cross avoider?

Are you shouldering the cross of Christ in the work He has prepared for you from before the foundation of the world?

Second: The surprised MOURNERS.
Luke 23:27-28, “And there were following him a great multitude of people, and of women who were mourning and lamenting Him. But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.”

1. The PROPHECY:  Luke 23:29-30
2. The PROVERB:  Luke 23:31
Selah:  (Stop and consider)

The only way to escape the judgment to come is to cast yourself upon the Only Begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ.

Are you relying on anything other than Jesus for the healing of your broken heart?

Do you lament over sin and seek to have your life hidden in God by Christ Jesus?

Will you humble your heart to the one who carried your sin to the cross and paid the ultimate price that you might have life?

There is a judgment coming – a judgement greater than the flood in Noah’s day – will you escape in the ark of Jesus Christ?

Third:  The surprised THIEF.
Luke 23: 41b-43, “This man has done nothing wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

1. Grace awakened his awareness of SIN. Luke 23:40-41
2. Grace awakened his fear of GOD. Matthew 5:3
3. Grace awakened him to God’s PROVISION.  Luke 23:42
4. Grace awakened him to God’s REWARD.  Luke 23:43
Selah:  (Stop and consider)

Do you have and awareness of your sin?

Do you fear God or are you still attempting to excuse yourself?

To whom do you turn to find release from your sin and refreshing for your soul?

Are you walking in the clearness of conscience that indicates that you have life and you have it more abundantly?

Fourth:  The surprised religious LEADERS.
Luke 23:44-45, “And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, the sun being obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two.”

1. Grace provided open access to GOD. Heb.10:19-22; 1 Timothy 2:5
2. Grace provided an eternal HOPE. Heb. 6:19-20
3. Grace created a new PRIESTHOOD. 1 Pet. 2:9-10
Selah:  (Stop and consider)

Has the experience of grace caused you to experience daily the abiding presence of God?

Have you “grabbed the promised hope with both hands” in such a way that you are ready and prepared to give an “answer to the hope you have in Christ?”

Have you taken up the role of a priest in the kingdom of God presenting Christ to man and man to Christ?

Fifth:  The surprised CENTURIAN.
Luke 23:46-47, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit.”  And having said this, He breathed His last.  Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent.”

What had he seen that was so different?

1. He saw the Lamb of God – silent before his shearers.

2. He saw one who was reviled but did not revile in return.

3. He saw one who was surrendered but in total control.

4. He saw one who was hated but offered forgiveness.

5. He saw the One whose initial and enduring reflex of heart was to forgive and restore.

6. He saw the enduring glory and grace of God revealed on an ugly barren hill outside the city of Jerusalem.

7. For him the Crucifixion was the dawning of amazing grace.

Application:

When you ponder the wonder of the Cross - what do you see?

Based on what you see how does it affect your life?

What is the Spirit of God saying to you?

What will you do to accommodate what God is saying to you?

Memory verse: Acts 3:19, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”

