                              The Call From Without

      NOTES


“Come over to Macedonia and help us!”

Acts 16:6-10

The cries of a lost world resound with a deafening, thunderous roar.

First:  We must HEAR the call:

Acts 16:6-9 (NASB) “And they passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and when they had come to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a certain man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, “come over to Macedonia and help us.” 









1. The PREPARATION for the call: (6-8)

Paul was moving in the will of God.

Acts 13:46 (NASB)  “And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.”






 

Acts 28:28 (NASB) “Let it be known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen.” 

Paul was obedient and prayerful, thus prepared to hear God’s call.

2. The PRESENTATION of the call. (9)

The Macedonian simply cried, “Come over into Macedonia, and help us.”

John 4:13-14 (NASB) “Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.” 

John 6:35 (NIV)  “I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger; and he that believes on me shall never thirst.” 

Matthew 11:28-29 (NASB) “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.” 

· There is a POPULATION revolution.
· There is a FAMILY revolution. 

· There is a RELIGIOUS revolution.
2 Timothy 3:2-5 (NASB)  “Men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, holding the form of godliness, although they have denied its power.”  

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NASB) “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.” 

Business as usual will not cut it!  Evangelism is not debatable!

· There is a ECONOMIC revolution.

1 Corinthians 15:54-57 (NIV) “Death is swallowed up in victory – O Death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?  Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

· There is an EMOTIONAL revolution.
Only Jesus can fill the longing of the heart of man.

Second:  We must HEED the call.

Acts 16:10 (NASB) “When he had seen the vision, immediately (he) sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called (him) to preach the gospel to them.”







 

“evangelion” - It literally means, “to carry good news”.

Romans 1:16 (Msg) “It’s the good news I’m most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of God’s Powerful plan to rescue everyone who trusts him starting with Jews and then right on to everyone else!” 

What is the Gospel?

· God has acted for the salvation of the world in the incarnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

· Jesus Christ became sin for us, dying in our place, paying the penalty for our sins on the cross.

· He rose bodily and victoriously from the grave, ascended to heaven, and will one day return for His own to establish His kingdom eternally on this earth.

· Each individual must turn from his or her sins and, by faith, trust Him as Lord and Savior.

Application:

How alert are you to those who are crying out around you because of their need of a Savior?

1   2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

How willing are you to heed the call when you hear it?

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

How equipped are you to share your faith with someone else?

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

What one thing has the Holy Spirit revealed to you today?

What one thing will you do this week to practice what you have learned from the Word?

Memory verse: Romans 1:16  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: First for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

