                                                    The Word of the Cross
      NOTES

              1 Corinthians 1:18-20


As Paul opens his letter he contrasts the foolishness of men, which they think is wisdom, and the wisdom of God, which men think is foolishness.

Philosophy:  philo – “love of” / sophia – “wisdom”

Colossians 2:8 (YLT) “See that no one shall be carrying you away as spoil through the philosophy and vain deceit, according to the deliverance of men, according to the rudiments of the world, and not according to Christ.”

First:  The REVELATION of God to man.

1.  The Revelation of the POWER of God.

1 Corinthians 1:24b (NLT) “Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 

a.)  The Power by which Christ came.

Luke 1:35 (NIV) “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.”

b.)  The Power by which Christ lived.

Hebrews 4:15 (NLT) “This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.”

c.)  The Power by which Christ died.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

d.)  The Power by which Christ rose.

Romans 1:4 (NLT)  “He was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.”

e.)  The Power by which Christ saves

Romans 1:16 (NIV) “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

2.  The Revelation of the WISDOM of God.

1 Corinthians 1:24b (NLT) “Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

1 Corinthians 1:30 (NLT) “God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin.”

a.) The revelation of Christ as our righteousness.

Romans 4:25 (NLT) “He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.”
b.)  The revelation of Christ as our sanctification.
Philippians 2:13 (NIV) “or it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”
c.)  The revelation of Christ as our redemption.

1 John 3:2-3 (NIV) “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

Second:  The PROCLAMATION and INVITATION of God to man.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
Truth #1:  God takes PLEASURE in the invitation of the Gospel.

1 Corinthians 1:21b (NKJV) “It pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”

2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NLT) “They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power.” 

Truth #2: God has a PURPOSE in the invitation of the Gospel. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”

1 Peter 2:9-12 (MSG) “But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you - from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted. Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be there to join in the celebration when he arrives.”

Truth #3: God has a PROCESS in the invitation of the Gospel.

1 Corinthians 1:21-24 (NIV) “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

Ephesians 3:16-19 (MSG) “I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit—not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength—that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in. And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God.”

Application:

Does the message of the cross seem like foolishness to you?

Are you experience the life transforming power that the message of the cross promises?

Do you rely on the wisdom of the world or the wisdom of God as seen in Christ?

Have you surrendered to the way of the cross?

Are you walking by the way of the cross?

What has God in Christ revealed to you through this message?

What adjustments do you need to make to obey what God has said?

What decision will you make?

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
